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December 23, 2004

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Re: AAD 97-82: Sandwich Isles Communications, Inc., Petition for Study Area Waiver

Sandwich Isles CommuniCjltions, Inc. (SIC) was issued an exclusive license by the State
of Hawaii, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DIDll..) on May 9, 1995 to provide
telecommunications services on the trust lands we administer.

Additionally, on May 14, 1997, DHID.. designated SIC an eligible telecommunications
carrier (ETC) under Section 214 of the 1996 Communications Act within our Hawaiian home
lands properties. Subsequent to our initial designation and in response to the FCC issuing further
qualifying rules, DHHL reconfinned its ETC designation for SIC on June 2, 1998.

We now understand the FCC in the above referenced docket is requiring SIC to petition
for a Study Area Waiver. For purposes of granting that waiver, DHHL fully supports SIC
continuing to provide telecommunications services on Hawaiian home lands (HHL) and
reaffinns its exclusive license issued in 1995.

Hawaiian home lands are held in trust for the benefit of native Hawaiians. They consist
of over 70 non-contiguous parcels tOlaling over 200,000 acres located on the 6 major Hawaiian
Islands. The provision of modem, reliable telecommunications infrastructure and services is
important to our mission to rehabilitate our beneficiaries. These services impact quality of life 
health, education, personal safety; and serve as a platfonn for economic development. Prior to
issuing SIC the license, there were many beneficiaries living on HHL that did not have phone
service due to the high cost either they or DHHL would have to pay to install the infrastructure.
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Today these beneficiaries enjoy the same service that is available in urban areas. Additionally,
SIC is now investing tens of millions of dollars to pay for the communications infrastructure in
the areas DHHL is currently developing.

SIC has been able to provide this service without contributions in aid of construction
from either DIDIL or its beneficiaries. This has allowed DHHL to utilize the funds it previously
would be required to spend to install communications infrastructure to fulfill our mission.

Aloha,
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......~~
Micah A. Kane. Chainnan
Hawaiian Homes Commission

cc: Sandwich Isles Communications, Inc.


